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Rouen to ratify it. A measure, acknowledged to be
expedient by all his ministers, might be quite outside
the range of practical politics owing to the anticipated
opposition of one of the great vested interests of the
realm. All these obstacles the Constituent Assembly
brushed away. It abolished the legal and industrial cor-
porations, obliterated every trace of the old provincial
system of France, its names, its boundaries, its historic
assemblies, stripped the nobility of their titles, their
exemptions, their privileges, and deprived the Church
of its position as a great landed corporation specially
exempted from the visits of the tax collector. Under
the old monarchy French Society was constituted
in privileged groups, which placed impediments in
the path of individual liberty and central power.
The new philosophy viewed the corporation as an
infringement of human liberty and privilege as in-
consistent with the equality of man, and so, abolishing
all those intermediate groups which had sheltered
the individual from despotism though not from
the irregular action of caprice, it left nothing standing
but the individual on the one hand and the State
on the other.

Among the qualities which distinguished the
revolutionary State there was one which, as it aroused
the greatest consternation among contemporaries,
so has continued from that time onward to be an
enduring element in the republican movements of
the Continent. The French Republic was anti-
clerical. In its opposition to the Church it was very
different from the republican movements of which
the world up till then had taken principal note, from
the struggle for Dutch independence, from the
Commonwealth of Oliver Cromwell, from the revolt